
 

 

    NJPHA-JIF Technical Bulletin – #50 

 

Lead-Based Paint Renovation, Repair, and Painting Program Requirements 
 
Background: The Lead-Based Paint Renovation, Repair, and Painting (RRP) rule addresses lead-based paint hazards created by renovation, repair, and 
painting activities that disturb paint in most housing and child-occupied facilities built before 1978. The rule applies to those who perform renovations for 
compensation on these structures, including property owners, building managers, maintenance workers, and contractors. The U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) is responsible for enforcing the rule. This bulletin provides an overview of the RRP rule to help ensure that renovators are familiar 
with their responsibilities under the regulation. The regulations themselves should be consulted for specific compliance information. The high percentage of 
public housing built before 1978, and the large number of children who reside in these properties make it important that these rules be understood. 

 
Covered Properties 
The RRP rule applies to renovations performed in “target housing” and “child-occupied facilities” built prior to 1978. These 
include most residential properties and public or commercial buildings where children under six are present on a regular 
basis, such as day care centers and schools. Renovations in post-1978 housing, zero-bedroom dwellings, housing for the 
elderly and disabled, and other public and commercial buildings are not subject to the rule. 
 
Covered Renovations 
The rule defines “renovations” broadly to include any activity that disturbs painted surfaces and includes most repair, 
remodeling, and maintenance activities, including window replacement. Examples of such work include plumbing repairs, 
electrical work, painting, remodeling, and maintenance. The rule covers specific practices for interior and exterior work. 
Minor repairs and maintenance activities are excluded from the program if they disturb 6 ft

2
 or less of paint per room inside, 

or 20 ft
2
 or less, on the exterior of buildings. Projects involving window replacement, demolition, or high dust generating 

processes are not considered to be minor activities. Another exclusion includes work where the affected components have 
been determined to be lead-free.  
 
Beyond Scope 
Many property owners and contractors are familiar with the EPA’s lead abatement rule for work that is designed to 
permanently eliminate lead-based paint hazards. If the scope of the work is lead-abatement only, the Lead-Based Paint 
RRP rule does not apply. According to the EPA, abatement does not include renovation, remodeling, or other activities done 
to repair, restore, or redesign a given building — even if such renovation activities incidentally eliminate lead-based paint 
hazards. The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) requires the use of “lead-safe practices” for work 
done in HUD housing. But, the EPA and HUD rule are not the same, so workers familiar with one set of practices may not 
be familiar with the other. 
 
Pre-Renovation Notification and Education 
Renovators must distribute EPA’s pamphlet, “Renovate Right: Important Lead Hazard Information for Families, Child 
Care Providers, and Schools”, before starting renovation work. The pamphlet outlines the issues, process, and protection 
for lead-safe work practices that must be followed to minimize occupants’ exposure to lead hazards. Confirmation of receipt 
must be obtained and retained for three years. The distribution requirements vary depending on the location of the 
renovation (e.g., owner-occupied dwelling unit, common area of multi-family housing, child-occupied facility) and do not 
apply to emergency renovations. 
 
 
Certification of Renovators 
Firms performing renovations in properties covered by the program must be certified and all job sites overseen by certified 
renovators. The certifications may be issued by EPA or by states authorized to run their own programs. To become a 
Certified Firm, a firm must complete and send in an application to EPA or the state-authorized program and pay a fee. If 
approved, the certification is good for five years. 
 
To become a Certified Renovator, an individual must successfully complete an eight-hour renovator training course offered 
by an accredited training provider (training providers are accredited by EPA or by an authorized state or tribal program). The 
course completion certificate serves as proof of certification. To maintain their certification, renovators and firms must be 
recertified by EPA every five years. The Certified Renovator must train all non-certified workers in lead-safe work practices; 



 

 

remain at the job site during certain work activities, and be available by phone or pager when not on-site. They must verify 
that the work is complete and that the work area is ready to reoccupy. They must prepare and maintain required job site 
records. Also, they must certify that the work was done in a lead-safe manner. 
 
Lead-Safe Work Practices 
Workers must use lead-safe work practices that minimize occupants’ exposure to lead hazards. In general, these practices 
include: 
• Excluding building occupants from the work area. 
• Containing the work area so that no dust or debris escapes while the renovation is being performed. 
• Prohibiting activities that generate excessive dust or fumes (e.g., open-flame burning or use of power tools without 

HEPA exhaust control). 
• Disposing of debris properly. 
• Cleaning the work area at the job end until no dust, debris, or residue remains. 
• Verifying that the work area is adequately cleaned. 
• Recordkeeping Requirements 
• Certified Firms must maintain records to document the job that they performed. Records should be retained for 

three years following the completion of a renovation. Retain: 
• Records relating to the distribution of the lead pamphlet to property owners or tenants. 
• Documentation of compliance with the requirements of the RRP. 
• A final report after the renovation is complete certifying that lead-based paint is not present. 
 
The EPA has developed a sample recordkeeping checklist which firms can use to ensure that they are collecting proper 
records. It defines the types of records that EPA expects a firm to maintain. Additional information is available from the EPA 
website. It contains the RRP rule, the regulatory text, a compliance guide, sample checklists and templates, and handouts 
at: https://www.epa.gov/lead/evaluating-and-eliminating-lead-based-paint-hazards The National Lead Information Center 
(NLIC) maintains a telephone service, 1-800-424-LEAD to answer questions on lead hazards and their prevention. 
 
The following chart effectively flowcharts how the new EPA rules reconcile with the Leadsafe NJ (NJAC 5:10) and HUD 
regulations: 
 

 



 

 

   
 
Thanks to Larry Coyle, Phillipsburg Housing Authority, for assistance in preparing this document. 
 
If you have questions, please contact your Risk Management Consultant, or Jim Rhoads, NJPHA-JIF Safety Director, 610-
937-2694, or e-mail james_rhoads@pmagroup.com 
 
IMPORTANT NOTICE - The information and suggestions presented by PMA Insurance Group in this risk control technical guide are for your consideration in your 
loss prevention efforts.  They are not intended to be complete or definitive in identifying all hazards associated with your business, preventing workplace accidents, 
or complying with any safety related or other laws or regulations.  You are encouraged to alter the information and suggestions to fit the specific hazards of your 
business and to have your legal counsel review all of your plans and company policies. 
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