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    NJPHA-JIF Technical Bulletin    #72 

Inflatable Recreation Devices  

 
Background:  More than 64,000 children under the age of 17 have been injured on inflatable bouncers in the last 20 years, 

so says a recent study published in Pediatrics (the official journal of the American Academy of Pediatrics).  

 
Bounce Houses and Other Hazards 
 
These types of large inflatable devices used to 
be the exclusive concern of carnivals and fairs.  
In recent years they have expanded to rental 
items which many residents may be tempted to 
use for children’s parties. A NJPHA-JIF 
member sustained a claim from one of these 
devices used during a community event. 
 
In analyzing the injury data, 90% of these 
injured children are under the age of 13, with 
19% of injuries sustained to the head and neck 
and 16% of injuries occurring as a result of 
direct collision with another user. 
 
Injuries can occur from a variety of sources: 

 Children often bump or fall on one another in inflatable jumpers. In a study published in the "Journal of 
Pediatric Orthopedics," researchers determined that collisions accounted for 67 percent of inflatable-
related injuries to children between October 2002 and March 2007 at a trauma center. The highest rate 
of injuries occurs when bouncers are a variety of ages and sizes.  

 As children are bouncing in the inflatable jumper, it’s possible for them to fall out of the structure. The 
"Journal of Pediatric Orthopedics" study indicates that 19 percent of children were injured from falling out 
of the inflatable jumper and landing on a hard surface or object. It’s also common for children to fall out 
of the bouncer as they try to exit.  

 An inflatable bouncer can deflate without warning if the fan that supplies air to the structure 
malfunctions. When this happens, children using the jumper can become trapped inside, according to 
ConsumerReports.org. The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission warns that impact injuries -- 
collisions with other jumpers -- are another risk from deflation.  

 Improper anchoring can allow an inflatable jumper to come loose from its tethers, especially in windy 
weather. "The Middletown Journal" reports that an 11-year-old Ohio boy escaped serious injury when an 
inflatable jumper pulled loose from its anchors and became airborne.  

 
Because of the potential severity of these injuries, it is critical to also be aware of the risk management 
concerns. There may be a temptation to assume that a sponsoring organization’s liability coverage may 
be adequate to confront this exposure. A discussion of this topic at the recent PRIMA conference 
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revealed that when the provider of the device provides a certificate of insurance, it often pertains only to 
the installation and setup of the device, and may not provide coverage in the event of an injury.   
 
The information here is provided to allow you to defend a position prohibiting use of these inflatable 
devices on NJPHA properties.  We strongly recommend that these types of units be prohibited from 
any use on NJPHA properties. 

 
 

If you have any questions or would like additional information, please contact your risk management 
consultant, or NJPHA JIF safety director, Jim Rhoads at 610-937-2694 or by e-mail at 
james_rhoads@pmagroup.com. 

 
 
IMPORTANT NOTICE - The information and suggestions presented by PMA Insurance Group in this risk control technical guide are 
for your consideration in your loss prevention efforts.  They are not intended to be complete or definitive in identifying all hazards 
associated with your business, preventing workplace accidents, or complying with any safety related or other laws or regulations.  
You are encouraged to alter the information and suggestions to fit the specific hazards of your business and to have your legal 
counsel review all of your plans and company policies. 


